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“Divided!Ci;es”!
!

!

Divided!ci;es!are!not!new.!

Ci;es!have!always!been!divided.!

What!is!new?!
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Today:!!A!new!socioUspa;al!order!!
with!stronger!(more!rigid)!divisions,!!
and!greater!inequality!

“Those!changes!may!be!
summarized!as!an!!
increase!in!the!strength!of!
divisions!in!the!city!and!!
the!inequality!among!them.”!!!
!–!Peter!Marcuse!&!Ronald!van!Kempen,!2000,!p.272!
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Social!Science!&!Humani;es!Research!Council!!
of!Canada,!Partnership!Grant,!2012U2019!
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! !!school!dropout!rates;!!
! !!childhood!achievement;!!
! !!transi;on!rates!from!welfare!to!work;!!

! !!deviant!behaviour;!!
! !!social!exclusion;!&!
! !!social!mobility!

Neighbourhoods(Ma=er(
Research!has!found!“area!related!outcomes”!!
such!as!
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40!Year!Trend!in!Toronto,!1970U2010(
(

A(new(socio/spa2al(polariza2on((par22oning(of(urban(space)(
on(the(basis(of(income(&(SES(&(ethno/cultural(origin(

Three!increasingly!
dis;nct!“ci;es”!!
within!Toronto 
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Change!in!
average!
individual!
income!!
!
Toronto’s!
City!#1!
&!!
City!#3!
!
1970!to!
2010!

City #1 

City #3 
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Toronto!1970,!Average!Individual!Income!

Toronto!1980,!Average!Individual!Income!
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Toronto!1990,!Average!Individual!Income!

Toronto!2000,!Average!Individual!Income!
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Toronto!2010,!Average!Individual!Income!
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Toronto’s!!Segregated!
EthnoUCultural!Popula;on,!2006!
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Why!worry!about!more!!
rigid!socioUspa;al!divisions!!
and!greater!inequality?!

Inequality!promotes!strategies!that!are!
more!selfUinterested,!less!affilia;ve,!ogen!
highly!an;social,!more!stressful,!and!likely!
to!give!rise!to!higher!levels!of!violence,!
poorer!community!rela;ons,!and!worse!
health. –!Richard!Wilkinson,!The!Impact!of!Inequality,!2005:22!
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Divided!Socie;es:!Inequality!is!a!Choice!
“I!see!us!entering!a!world!divided!not!just!
between!the!haves!and!haveUnots,!but!also!
between!those!countries!that!do!nothing!about!
it,!and!those!that!do.!!

“Some!countries!will!be!successful!in!crea;ng!
shared!prosperity!—!the!only!kind!of!prosperity!
that!I!believe!is!truly!sustainable.!!

“Others!will!let!inequality!run!amok.”!!
– Joseph Stiglitz, 2013 
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Michael Sandel (2012) What Money Can't Buy: 
The Moral Limits of Markets 

from!a!!
market!
economy!
!
to!a!
market!
society!
!
What!about!
the!necessi;es!
of!life?!
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What!Can!be!Done?!

Policy!Op;ons:!Income!inequality!&!
polariza;on;!and!the!resul;ng!SocioU
spa;al!and!EthnoUcultural!Divides!
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What!can!be!done?!!
!

Federal!!&!!Provincial(!Policy!!Ac;on!

!

ESSENTIAL!!
Government!
Policy!Ac;ons!

Income!
Support!
Strategy!

Effec;ve!An;U
Discrimina;on!

Strategy!
Affordable!

Housing!Strategy!

Labour!
Market!
Strategy!
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1970 - 2025 

1970 - 2005 

2025(if!nothing!changes!
!

City!#1!!=!!30%!
!

City!#3!!=!!60%!
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For  fu r ther  in fo rmat ion  

www.NeighbourhoodChange.ca 
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